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Dear Parents 
 
Welcome to Term 4 in arguably the most significant year since we began back in 1957.   

For all the Shirley Men about to sit exams, good luck, though for those who have prepared well, luck 

is not something you will need at all. For all parents whose journey with us is about to end may I 

wish you and your sons well for the future. 

To all our new parents I also extend a warm welcome as well, you will join us in 2012 for what will 

certainly be the most exciting five years in ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȢ 

Now that we have completed the year 8 interviews some common themes have emerged that need a 

response from me, so for the record let me outline the events that will highlight the next five years 

for the school. My aim in doing that is ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ Ȱ#ÈÉÎÅÓÅ ×ÈÉÓÐÅÒÓȱ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ ÆÉÌÌ ÔÈÅ 

void, caused by lack of information, here in Canterbury. 

3ÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ×ÅÒ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÁÒÅ ×ÏÒÒÉÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙȭÓ ȰÔ×Ï ÙÅÁÒ ÂÁÃË ÏÎ ÓÉÔÅ 

ÐÌÁÎȱȠ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÓË ×ÈÁÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÐÐÅÎ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ Ånd of that period, understandably worried about the chance 

that the school will close and their children will be forced to find a new place to go.  

The two year back on site plan has nothing much to do with whether the school has a future or not, it 

has to do with the fact that major works are not possible yet, because insurance for the buildings 

simply cannot be found. It is therefore a very sensible thing to allow a two year period (it is likely to 

be a lot less) for the seismic event that is currently affecting the whole of Canterbury to diminish and 

eventually die out. 

Here is my scenario for the next 5 years. 

I believe that we will remain in North Parade and will be rebuilt on our current site. If it should 

happen that the land will not support major building development, then we will move somewhere 

ÃÌÏÓÅ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÓÉÔÅȢ ! ÃÏÕÐÌÅ ÏÆ ËÉÌÏÍÅÔÒÅÓ ÕÐ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÁÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÅÓÔÏÎȭÓ 2ÏÁÄ ÏÐÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÑÕÉÔÅ 

possible. We will not be transplanted across town, simply because we are not like a co-educational 

instituti on, of which there are many already in the Christchurch area for people to choose from. 

There are, however, only two state schools for boys in Christchurch and each one serves a different 

half of the city. It does not make any sense therefore for us to be shifted across town. Equally there 

are plenty of sites in this part of the town that have not been affected at all by the earthquake event. 

The Minister of Education, Anne Tolley, has already stated that the Ministry has no intention 

of closing the school!  

2012  

In this year 280 year 9 students enter as usual and the school operates in the normal way, all 

academic work continues as normal, also team sport and cultural activity. The school administration 

is centred on H Block. Two areas are blocked off from use, these being the old administration area 

and the old library (which is re-located to the new library at the northern part of the school). 

2012/2013  

Normal schooling for boys, but planning for a new school begins, community consultation occurs to 

ensure that the school to be built meets the needs of the 21st Century learner. 
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2013/2014  

Normal schooling for boys, but building of the new school begins. This will not be allowed to affect 

the students in the school. For example if the rebuild is on the Shirley site, the rebuild will be on the 

fields, positioned so that normal school work will continue while work on re-construction continues. 

2014/15  

Normal schooling for boys, building of the new school draws to a conclusion. 

2015/2016  

We enter the newest school in New Zealand, purpose built for boys and their needs in a 21st Century 

world. 

A word about Real Hero’s: 

-ÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ) ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÎ ÍÙ ÙÏÕÔÈ ×ÅÒÅ ÄÅÅÐÌÙ ÄÉÓÔÒÕÓÔÆÕÌ ÏÆ ȰÐÈÏÎÅÙȭÓȱȢ 

0ÈÏÎÅÙȭÓȟ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÔÒÉÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÎÏt and the term was certainly uttered with 

disdain, as people took umbrage at their attitude. 

A phoney was invariably a person who avoided committing themselves to anything, unless it was for 

ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÇÁÉÎȢ 4ÈÅÓÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÆÒÅÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ ȰÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌȱ Ïpinions but the opinion was never 

deeply felt and certainly never held so strongly that the person who offered it was willing to be 

bound to them. 

The most important goal for a phoney was to maximise personal gain for the least risk. They 

invariably used words that were hard to actually understand, but if someone scratched the surface, 

the intent was clear maximum payment with little, if any, return to the client. 

3ÉÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÔÈÑÕÁËÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÔÒÕÃË ÕÓ ÉÎ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ÏÕÒ ÃÉÔÙ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ Á×ÁÓÈ ÉÎ ȰÐÈÏÎÅÙȭÓȱȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÁÒe the 

people drawn by the prospect of money, professional opinion is what they peddle, payment for this is 

demanded and weasel words are uttered in return, words that yield very little that is quantifiable or 

worthwhile.  

$ÉÓÐÕÔÅÓ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÐÈÏÎÅÙȭÓȟ ÁÌÌ ÁÎØÉous to avoid the burden of payment for earthquake damage 

abounds, to the everlasting chagrin of those who simply have to endure that which has been visited 

on them by nature. 

When all of this is over, and that day will come, what I hope for is that, as well as creating a memorial 

to the people we have lost; we also create a memorial to the people who helped to rebuild us. These 

ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÌ ÈÅÒÏȭÓ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÃÉÔÙȢ 

4ÈÉÓ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ ȰÐÈÏÎÅÙȭÓȱ ÔÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÖÅÒÙ ÁÎÔithesis of a 

ȰÐÈÏÎÅÙȱ.  This message is an acknowledgement of what they have done, of what they still have to do 

and of the fact they will not fail in their purpose. 

In Shirley the fact that we were damaged is beyond dispute, what has happened though is that we 

have been brought back from the brink by the carpenters, by the electricians, by the roading experts 

and by the drain layers. We have been dug out by people who laboured and sanitised by people who 

are not afraid of getting their hands dirty. 
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The Shirley community is deeply grateful for all of their efforts. Just as those of us who live in The 

Red Zone are deeply grateful to the people who have brought drains back into a functioning state, 

who have restored the power and water and who have fixed the damaged roofs. Most of us have 

passed these people on our way to work in the morning; most of us recognise that these people have 

often worked through the night.  

Even when the snow came they did not fail in their purpose and when successive earthquakes undid 

all their work in a few seconds of destruction, they turned up and began all over again. 

4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÌ ÈÅÒÏȭÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ) ÁÄÍÉÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔȢ 

This schools aims to produce real people, people who will not let their families, or their neighbours 

or their mates down, not ever! 

The doors here are always open, people are welcome at any time, feel free to drop by and see me at 
need, when we work together it is my belief that the needs of your sons, our students are fully met. 

Regards 
John Laurenson 

Important Dates: 

Senior Prizegiving: Monday 7 November 6:30pm 

 Please note it is compulsory for all Year 13 students  and Years 11-12 prizewinners to attend.  

Those students who would normally be working on a Wednesday evening must make 

arrangements to be able to attend prizegiving.  Examination slips will be issued to all students at 

the conclusion of the ceremony, at about 8:30pm. 

 Students must attend in full and correct school uniform. 

Scholarship Exams begin: Thursday, 10 November (full school uniform) 

NCEA Exams: Thursday 10 November ς Wednesday, 30 November (full school uniform) 

Year 9/10 exams: Tuesday 8 ς Thursday 10 November  

Teacher only Days: 

The Ministry of Education has set aside two days (Friday 25 November and Monday 28 

November) for teaching staff to work on NCEA realignment of standards. 

This means that Year 9 and 10 students will not be required at school on these two days. 

Term dates: 

Term 4 ends Thursday, 8 December after Junior Prizegiving. 

2012 term dates: 

Term 1 ς ом WŀƴǳŀǊȅ Ҧ р !ǇǊƛƭ Term 2 ς но !ǇǊƛƭ Ҧ нф WǳƴŜ 

Term 3 ς мс Wǳƭȅ Ҧ ну {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ Term 4 ς мр hŎǘƻōŜǊ Ҧ т 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 
 

Year 11-13 Signout Thursday, 1 December  

Leavers Graduation: 4:30pm, Wednesday, 7 December 

Junior Prizegiving: Thursday 8 December 9:30am  

  School finishes for 2011 at 11:30am 

PTA Second Hand Clothing sale Saturday, 10th December (see page 9) 
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STUDENT SUCCESS 

Surfing  

Despite our beaches being closed for the 

majority of the year and the Christchurch 

Secondary Schools Scholastic Competition 

being cancelled due to the pollution, three 

members of the Shirley Boys High surfing 

team have made the 2011 Canterbury 

Scholastic Surfing Team which competed at 

the National Scholastic Surfing Championships 

this year at Ahipara in the Far North during 

the term three holidays.  

The five day event is the pinnacle of junior 

surfing in New Zealand and we are very proud 

to have our boys right up there with the best. 

Jared óWeaselô Crawford (U16 Boys), Nick óUta 

Maoriô Tuhikarama (U14 Boys) and Niwa 

óOmar Tikô Ututaonga (Travelling Reserve) 

helped their team place a very respectable 

second behind Gisborne for the overall 

national title. The Christchurch scholastics 

competition is set to fire up again early in 

term four which will round the year off nicely 

for our team. Well done once again to those 

boys and we hope to carry this on next year.

Ice Hockey 

The SBHS/Cash Ice Hockey Team 2011 gained 

3rd place in the SI Secondary School Winter 

Sports Tournament week in Dunedin during 

August. The team consists of seven Shirley 

boys (Tom Richards (C), Josh Dickson (A), 

Philip Petrie (A), Alex Damm, Nick Huggins, 

Joe Gaynor, Non Sirayathorn), two students 

from Cashmere and one from Unlimited.  

The team was a highly respected side on and 

off the ice.  The end result came down to a 

goal differential...as they won 5/6 games.   We 

also had the support of the SBHS rugby team 

in the stands for a game!    

On Saturday, 8th October the team won the 

Canterbury Secondary School final with a 

thrilling 4 -1 victory over Christchurch BHS. 

Tom Richards Year 13, has been selected for 

the NZU18 Ice hockey Team to travel to 

Austria and Sofia, Bulgaria in March 2012 for 

the International Ice Hockey Federation World 

U18 Championships.
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Rugby, Recipes and Remarkable Art:  

{ƘƛǊƭŜȅ .ƻȅǎΩ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ /ƻƳǇŜǘŜ ƛƴ !ǳŎƪƭŀƴŘ 
 
On Friday August 16th, international students Takuru Teremoto, Giebong Sung, teacher Andrew 

Firmedow and I arrived in Auckland to participate in the Earthfood competition. We met the other 

teams of international students and teachers from around New Zealand, including some tough 

competition from professional cooking training institutes, and then set about preparing a delicious 

Korean/Japanese fusion dish.  

4ÈÅ ÂÒÉÅÆ ×ÁÓ ÔÏ ÐÕÔ ÁÎ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ Ô×ÉÓÔ ÏÎ ȬÈÁÎÇÉȭ ÍÅÁÔÓȢ ɉ(ÁÎÇÉ ÉÓ Á ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ -ÁÏÒÉ ×ÁÙ ÏÆ 

cooking food over steaming hot rocks in the ground).  Our recipe included black bean marinated pork 

strips, chicken parcels wrapped in cabbage, with spicy Saamjang paste and kumara (sweet potato) 

with a tasty glaze.  

With our food preparations complete, we drove to Hamilton to see Japan take on the mighty All 

"ÌÁÃËÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 2ÕÇÂÙ 7ÏÒÌÄ #ÕÐȢ 4ÈÅ ÇÁÍÅ ÂÅÇÁÎ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÔÏÕÃÈÉÎÇ ÍÉÎÕÔÅȭÓ ÓÉÌÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÒÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ 

the Fukushima and Christchurch earthquakes, followed by the rousing All Blacks haka, and there was 

a fabulous atmosphere throughout the game supporting both teams. Rugby-mad Takuru was thrilled 

to get his programme signed by several members of the All Blacks team, including Ritchie McCaw and 

Dan Carter, who sat behind us for part of the match.  

The following day 

we completed the 

competition, 

serving at least 

seventy members 

of the public a 

taste of our 

flavoursome dish, 

while a band 

played and an MC 

promoted us to 

the crowd. 

!ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ×Å ÄÉÄÎȭÔ 

win, we received a 

lot of positive 

comments, and 

really enjoyed the 

teamwork 

involved in the 

whole experience.  

We capped off our trip with a visit to the recently renovated Auckland Art Gallery, which Giebong 

found very inspiring for his final year 13 art folio preparations.  

 

Justine Vandenberg  

ESOL Teacher 
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Judo 

John Gravestone (Year 12) earned Silver medals at the South Island Championships in both the 

Junior Men Under 66kg and Senior Men Under 66kg divisions. 

BMX 

Daniel Bowers-Wilson (Year 10) was selected for the NZ Under 14 and Under 15 BMX team which 

will compete in Australia. 

The Prefects and Senior 
Executives dressed in 
cricket whites for the 
Junior Dance in the Sports 
Hall as part of the fund -
raising for the Junior 
Cricket tour to South 
Africa in  2012.  

 

 

 

 

 

  
South Island Secondary Schools 
Mountain Bike Champ s  
(held over the middle weekend of the holidays 

in Bluff) 

Ben Friel 6th U14 Hill Climb 

 8th U14 Downhill 

 3rd U14 Cross Country 
 

Tayler Reed 5th UI9 Hill Climb 

 13th U19 Downhill 

 5th U19 Cross Country 
 

Tommy Gornal 5th U19 Downhill 
 

Elliot Davison 4th U16 Downhill 
 

Carl Goodwin 1st U15 Downhill 

House Speech Competition 2011  

This year's House Speech Competition was held 
in week 8 of Term 3. This year's participants 
maintained the high standard and delivered 
some excellent speeches on some thought-
provoking topics. The final results were: 
 

Junior Competition:  
1st - Aidan Hughes 
2nd - Rainer Pye 
3rd - Brad Proud 
 

Intermediate Competition  
1st - Chris Oxenbridge-Hastie 
2nd - Danyon Pitt 
3rd - Cai Gwatkin 
 

Senior Competition  
1st - Denver Morton 
2nd - Ben Wilson 
3rd - Jose Billington 
 

Congratulations and a big thank you to all the 
students who entered. I look forward to another 
successful competition next year. 
 

Mrs Demaine
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CAREERS and GATEWAY 

Careers 

Some of the Careers Activities which we might 

have expected to participate in have not been 

available to us. This has been a major 

disappointment but the change of school, of 

school hours and the disruption which many of 

our tertiary providers have suffered caused this.  

However many senior boys have taken 

advantage of the liaison contacts which have 

been provided recently. During term 4 we will 

have our second visits from of Lincoln 

University and CPIT. These will be publicised in 

the school notices and CPIT is offering a Major 

Open Day on the 27th of October between 2.00 

pm and 6.00pm. 

The University of Canterbury is offering a 

Course and Enrolment Advice Evening on 

Thursday November 3 from 4.00pm to 6.30pm 

at NZI3, 69 Creyke Road. More information from 

0800 827 748 and www.canterbury ac.nz.  

Otago University is advertising course planning 

sessions at the Chateau on the Park from 9am to 

3 pm on Thursday 1 and Friday 2 December. 

Appointments can be made by phoning 04 460 

9815 or in school by using my direct phone link. 

These are opportunities for boys who have 

missed the recent Liaison visits at school. Some 

were at camp with junior boys. 

 

Gateway  

Boys continue to gain employment with their 

Gateway placement employers or in the same 

industry. It is great to see the boys leave for 

futures which are secure and it is up to them to 

keep up the learning which they have begun in 

school classes and through all the other 

opportunities which school has made available 

to them. This term it is essential that the Unit 

Standards which have been acquired by the 

school directly from industry are completed and 

submitted for assessment. 

The information coming from training and 

employer organizations is that while there will 

be a big increase in demand for labour in the 

Canterbury rebuild it will not take place until 

contracts are signed. That demand will also be 

heavily toward the employment of skilled 

people. 

At a recent liaison session with the Building and 

Construction Industry Training 

Organization which I attended, the employers 

we visited made it very clear that they will not 

employ young people who have not shown that 

they are proficient in Maths and English. This is 

not only because apprenticeship learning 

demands these skills but also to succeed in that 

industry there is increasing emphasis on 

working efficiently and effectively with both 

internal and external clients. Poor technical or 

communication skills will result in a lengthened 

apprenticeship or perhaps failure to gain 

apprenticeship. We met a young man who had 

come top in his apprenticeship year group. He 

had done Calculus at level 3. The presenters 

pointed out that this is not a pre-requisite but 

that increasingly they wish to employ people 

who have achieved well in school, again 

stressing the importance of sound Literacy and 

Numeracy. 

Dwayne Kennett, Year 12, who has had a 

Gateway work placement since February in the 

Motor Industry has accepted an apprenticeship 

in that industry. Blair Skevington who attended 

an Electricity Supply Industry Course at CPIT in 

the school holidays last year and won a 

scholarship for study at CPIT, had a shorter 

Gateway work placement and has taken up an 

apprenticeship in the Electricity Industry. 

Congratulations to Dwayne and Blair, both were 

focussed and worked hard to achieve their 

goals. 

The end of this year, with its literal upheaval on 

top of what many of the school community 

experienced in September last year, is almost 

with us. As well as altering the school term time 

to suit the needs of the Rugby World Cup, the 

boys have had to move school and endure 

travelling home in the dark of winter. During 

http://www.canterbury/
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the bombing blitz in the 1940s in Glasgow 

students were sitting exams. Having had little or 

no sleep for many nights, they naturally hoped 

that there would be some allowance for this, but 

the Professors going round and reading over 

shoulders said the answer papers were even 

more brilliant than usual and that the students 

should carry on, as normal. I hope that the 

exams this year will result in even more 

brilliant answers than usual. Good luck, boys!! 

Lorraine Pacey 
Career and Gateway 

 

 

Old Laptops  

The Electrotechnology 

department will gl  adly 

accept donations of old 

Laptops. Please leave 

at School Reception) 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to Jared McLauchlan, 

Deputy Head Boy - Aoraki, who has been 

awarded an Emerging Leaders Scholarship by 

Otago University. Jared intends to study Health 

Sciences there in 2012.

Reminder ð Student Accounts  

We would like to take the opportunity to 

thank all those parents who have paid or 

set up automatic payments to clear their 

son/s accounts.    

  

We would like to remind you of the 

following deadlines for payment 

  

Students not on Automatic Payments: 

All Year 11, 12 and 13 students must have 

their accounts fully paid up on or by 

Thursday, 1 December (sign out day). 

  

All year 9 and 10 students must have their 

accounts fully paid up on or by Fri day, 2 

December. 

  

Students on Automatic Payment:  

Please reassess the enclosed statement and 

adjust your automatic payment to 

clear your son/sons account by the above 

dates.  

  

In order for you to qualify for time 

payment for 2012 a minimum deposit of 

$100 needs to be in each of your son/s 

account prior to the bulk sale. 
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SBHS PTA 
The PTA to some of us is a daunting name. 

Well here at Shirley the title may be the same 

but the tasks are not. 

At most Primary and Intermediate Schools this 

title conjurers up the CAKE STALL and 

SAUSAGE SIZZLE image.  Well this could not 

be further from the truth here at Shirley. I 

joined the PTA last year when my son was in 

9ÅÁÒ ωȢ 3ÉÎÃÅ ÔÈÅÎ ) ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎÌÙ ÈÁÖÅÎȭÔ ÓÅÅÎ Á 

cake or sausage. 

The PTA here is a small friendly group who 

meet monthly on the 1st Thursday of each 

month to support the school, discuss a number 

of business issues, have a chat and a cuppa 

(usually about an hour).  

The meetings are great as John Laurenson 

presents a report to us telling us what is 

happening in the school, which I know you 

ÄÏÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÏÎÓȢ 7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÓÐÅÁËÅÒÓ ÏÎ 

a number of different topics, which are 

relevant to all of us with sons at Shirley. 

We the PTA get involved as a group for 

Stationery sales, Parent Teacher Conferences 

where we make drinks to keep the staff 

refreshed, Ticket sales and refreshments at 

$ÒÁÍÁ 0ÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎÓȟ $ÉÓÃÏȭÓ ÅÔÃȢ !Ô ÔÈÅ /ÐÅÎ 

nights we meet and greet and administer 

refreshments. We assist Lillian with the 

annual Second hand uniform sale. 

All in all they are not huge tasks and this is an 

opportunity to give something back to the 

school and keep an eye on what is happening 

at Shirley. 

Please consider joining ÕÓ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ 

at every event or meeting. If you are interested 

ÉÎ ÊÏÉÎÉÎÇ ÕÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÏÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅ ÁÌÏÎÅȟ 

give me a call and we can arrange someone to 

meet you.  

Keep an eye on the newsletter and we will let 

you know what speakers we have planned. 

Judy Forward 
For the Shirley Boys PTA 
Ph 3830019  

***PTA  USED  UNIFORM  *** 
END OF YEAR 

SALE SALE SALE 

  

*** 10 DECEMBER 2011 *** 

10 am - 12 noon 

in the School Hall 

 

donate/sell  

good condition only please!  

school uniforms at a reasonable price 

without fuss by simply: 

¶ washing uniform 

¶ pricing uniform or I can price 

¶ Name you want on cheque,  

¶ postal address 

¶ phone number 

¶ leave at 45 Compton Street Linwood 
    

by Thursday 8 December  

¶ no shoes, no old style pe gear 

please 

NB 

20% commission held for PTA 

¶ Clothing held for 2 years.  

¶ If not sold you can pickup. 

¶ If not picked up regarded as a  

 donation. 

 Until further notice uniform shop is still 

up and running at residence by ringing 

381-0218.  

 Buying we accept only: 

cash/cheque  

Enquiries:   381-0218 Lilian 

Many thanks for your cooperation. 
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 Ȱ(ÁÄ ) ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÖÅÎȭÓ ÅÍÂÒÏÉÄÅÒÅÄ ÃÌÏÔÈÓ 

Enwrought with golden and silver light 

The blue and the dim and the dark cloths 

Of night and light and the half light 

I would spread the cloths under your feet 

But I, being poor, have only my dreams 

I have spread my dreams under your feet 

Tread softly for ÙÏÕ ÔÒÅÁÄ ÏÎ ÍÙ ÄÒÅÁÍÓȱ 

One of my favourite thinkers is the author of this powerful insight, W B Yeats. It resonates at the most 

human level with me, it has beauty beyond compare. A teacher introduced me to Yeats, through her 

work with me, and the endless discussion that followed, new horizons were opened and I grew as a 

person. I do recall examinations in which I used Yeats to elaborate on an idea, I do not recall my 

teacher ever suggesting that the reason we studied Yeats was so I could be assessed.  

I wonder what she would make of the people today, who determine the path that a student must 

follow, the path that leads through National Standards to NCEA, and then to work. A pathway that is 

fraught, one that features endless administration rather than the unfettered opportunity for insight 

and excitement 

So much of the current educational pathway is focussed on the dissection of stuff we could do and 

stuff we need to do, into quantifiable elements, these elements are assessed and then qualifications 

are given, or not. 

Now I am not going to claim here that such a pathway is wrong, neither am I going to claim that a 

school must avoid it, or argue that assessment is wrong. What I am going to opine is that in a major 

sense, this pathway has now defined school purpose. What I will say is that this has in turn 

diminished the time spent on what is really important. In some institutions it is even worse; it has 

ÅÎÓÕÒÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ ÎÏ ÌÏÎÇÅÒ ÅÖÅÎ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÏÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÉÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÔÏ 

do! 

This message is about character development, I believe that in the 21st Century it is actually the most 

important thing society in general and schools in particular need to focus on, it is the most important 

predicator for success.  Fundamentally for a student to succeed in life, he or she needs this more than 

anything else. Character will permit dreams to be realised, it will help success to be achieved, and it 

will ensure failure is dealt with positively and translated into an important lesson for the future. 

Let us consider for a moment Vote Education; I suggest that it would be a worthwhile exercise to 

actually check out what is spent (a colossal sum) and then what it is spent on. What I suspect you will 

see is that there is a whole bunch of money spent on things that actually make no difference 

whatsoever to the development of young people, so that they might actually have a fighting chance of 

doing more than just surviving the swamp, that constitutes the capitalist, materialist, increasingly 

fragile world that we live in! 

One of my biggest issues with NCEA for example is the enormous dollar cost of its administration, 

ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÏÒÍÏÕÓ ÈÕÍÁÎ ÃÏÓÔ ÔÏ .Å× :ÅÁÌÁÎÄȭÓ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓ. .#%!ȭÓ ÈÁÓ ÁÓ ÉÔÓ ÆÏÃÕÓȟ ÃÏÍÐÌÉÁÎÃÅȟ 

verification, proof, recording, assessment and moderation and the administration associated with 

this has forced teachers to see that administration as their job. Fewer teachers now involve 
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themselves in creating the passion and the joie de vivre that frankly is the most important objective 

for a classroom teacher, for it is this that engages young people and it is this that ensures that 

ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÔÁËÅ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ï×Î ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ ÅØÐÌÏÒÅ ÂÅÙÏÎÄ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ 

teacher finished off. 

 It seems to me that NCEA has pushed teachers into a role where they put material in front of 

students and then they assess that material. The material is either simplistic to the point where it is 

worthless (and used by schools to boost their place in the league tables) or linguistically dense and 

impenetrable, the product of an academically driven, seconded soul who sat in a room, free from 

distraction, and tried to achieve scientific precision in something that by its nature defies precision. 

This NCEA seconded soul, does not spend any time thinking about how their standard might actually 

inspire a child; they leave that to the teacher. What they conveniently forget however is that their 

standard, with its endless administrational demands, ensures that the teacher loses the passion, the 

energy and the will to engage young people. 

As I travel around this country and visit schools, I see the result. 

Schools have become polytechnics, students turn up in the morning, the buildings house the students 

and elements are placed in front of them, these elements are assessed and then at the end of the day 

the students go home. 

In short supply is the passion and the excitement that courses through the veins, when great teachers 

open doorways and invite students to enter? Where now do people gather for good purpose, bound 

by the fact that they are social creatures, who do best when they have a common positive purpose? 

Where do people gather in times of adversity and find strength in each other, where do people learn 

lessons about humanity by doing something, rather than reading about it? These days students read 

about it and then they are assessed, they then have the assessment checked, then moderated, then 

debated before having it recorded and subjected to central scrutiny,  before the awarding of a couple 

of credits. 

Now as I suggested before this is not a criticism of NCEA, it has a number of merits, though when we 

are told by government about its commitment to education as proven by increases in the education 

budget, we are really being told about an increase in the number of dollars needed to support a 

bureaucracy that supports an educational assessment system that has taken on Byzantine 

proportions! Most people I know would rather have an increase that leads to more teachers or 

facilities that would more easily allow 21st Century teaching to occur. 

Where does Shirley lie with all of the above? 

) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ Á ÍÏÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÌÏÏË ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȟ ÌÏÏË ÔÏ ÉÔÓ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙȭÓ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ 

and to help you do this I want to make the following observations. 

In Shirley we do all the things that the modern bloated educational bureaucracy demands, but what 

we do does not stop there, we leave that to the polytechnic-like rest.  

We have begun the process of introducing Cambridge Examinations as a parallel qualification to 

NCEA, simply because while it is academically rigorous, the administration involved is less and 

therefore the ability of the teacher to engage students is enhanced. 

In Shirley we still see the value in sport and in cultural activity that features outside the classroom, 

we still see the value in massed haka, in work, cerebral and physical that involves staff and students   
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In Shirley, we are alive, what we do is real and emotion filled, our place is a place of intensity a place 

where learning is both academic and personal, we stand together and we are passionate about what 

we do. Literally real people in a real world. 

When we gather we celebrate mateship, mateship that lasts while we are at school and lasts for the 

rest of our lives. 

We celebrate being a kiwi, not for us the class system of other countries where one privileged group 

gets the best schooling and best opportunities in life, here people from all walks of life gather and 

mix, that heterogeneity we see as a source of great strength. Here there are students from wealthier 

and poorer backgrounds, students from all ethnic groups, students with great ability and those with 

less ability, but all are bound together by loyalty and commitment to a moral ideal we call The Shirley 

Man. Not for us a bland ersatz cup of chicory, here it is life that is real and in adult proportions  

The Earthquake and our subsequent Diaspora did not break us, the fact that we survived so well is 

because as a school we had already learned the meaning of resilience; we dealt with the setback, we 

adapted and we returned home intact and the better for the experience. 

That strength of character will stand our people in very good stead when they leave school and enter 

the world of work. Forget the twaddle that suggests that certain schools have a monopoly on the 

pathway to success. That may have been true in 19th Century England; it may even have been true in 

20th Century New Zealand. But it is not true now. Frankly the days when someone could actually 

believe that Microsoft, or Apple, or indeed any big player in the world of employment, would 

overlook ability, resilience, personality and depth of character in favour of someone from a particular 

school, are long gone. 

In the next few years we will be rebuilt, what will not change about us, even when we enter a brand 

new school is our teaching of a valid and rigorous academic programme, however we will also go out 

of our way to ensure that our teaching and learning is real, that it literally develops character This is 

what gives young people more than just a fair chance of doing well in all of their life after school 

I started this comment with a poem from Yeats, and will finish with another, though this time one 

that comes from this side of the world. Albert Wendt is a Samoan man who writes with all the lyrical 

ÇÒÁÃÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÓÏ ÒÉÃÈÌÙ ÁÂÕÎÄÁÎÔ ÉÎ &ÁȭÁ 3ÁÍÏÁȢ (ÉÓ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ×ÁÓ Á ÂÏÙÓȭ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȢ 

Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȟ ÃÈÒÏÍÉÕÍ ÈÉÄÅ ÄÅÆÌÅÃÔÉÎÇ 

summer, collects the waking children 

as if preparing for some ritual sacrifice 

The wind whispers through barbwire fences 

The children do not hear it...................... 

 

 Ȱ4ÈÅ ×ÉÎÄȟ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÏÒÍ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÈÁ×Ë 

have no voices here; visions, no blessing. 

There are only exams to sit; 

ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÌ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÌÅÆÔ ÕÎÁÎÓ×ÅÒÅÄȢȱ 
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At Warehouse Stationery, we realise that many teachers often go beyond the call of duty for our kids, 

giving up their personal time and even their own money for the good of their students. I'm sure you can 

think of more than a few teachers at your school who fit this description.  

 

We think they deserve some extra recognition.  

 

That's why Warehouse Stationery is giving away $30,000 classroom prize packs to New Zealand's most 

inspiring teachers, as nominated by students and parents all over the country. We'll also be sending one 

deserving teacher on a $5,000 holiday escape, courtesy of our friends at Harvey World Travel.  

 

Each classroom prize pack contains among other things, markers pens and highlighters from Sharpie and 

Papermate, a Dymo Labelmaker, a selection of art and craft card and paper and much, much more 

including a G6600 Good 2 Go mobile phone pack from 2degrees, valued at $99.  

 

Parents can vote at the www.nzinspiringteachers.co.nz  

 

All the best, 

Warehouse Stationery 

http://mail.smtp8.mailprimer.com/5703/370665216945947745/link1.do?l=350826
http://mail.smtp8.mailprimer.com/5703/370665216945947745/link1.do?l=350837
http://mail.smtp8.mailprimer.com/5703/370665216945947745/link1.do?l=350836

